
Is a stay abroad the right thing for me?

Each year, thousands of students from the Federal Republic of Germany spend time abroad.

Those who return report unique experiences that usually shape them for the rest of their

lives. In addition to the possibility of gaining many different types of valuable insights abroad

and thereby gaining a different perspective on various issues, getting to know a foreign

culture and making new contacts and friendships is perceived as the most important and

enjoyable part of a stay abroad. A year abroad is also an important opportunity for a future

professional career. Many companies today require international experience, and working in

large international companies in particular is based on working with diverse teams around

the world. Those who have already gained experience here at a young age are in a clear

advantage.

There are various ways to spend time abroad. It is important to note that studying or doing

an internship abroad should not be confused with a holiday. If you just want to get to know

a new country, this can be done as part of an (extended) holiday. After all, a study or

internship abroad is always connected to being part of one other (everyday) life.



Various opportunities for stays abroad:

● Studying abroad: Probably the most frequently used option for a stay abroad. You

spend a period of time (usually one semester) abroad and attend the university there.

● Internship abroad: Another option is to experience a foreign country in the form of

an internship. Many international companies offer internships for young students in

different countries and regions of the world. This is a very good opportunity to gain

valuable experience.

● Work and travel: Work and travel is a period of time spent abroad without attending

university. You travel to a country and finance your living costs through various job

opportunities.

● Holiday stays: Holiday stays are another way to get to know a new country. However,

these are just mentioned here and not covered as a subject.



Studying Abroad

Planning a year abroad involves some effort and should therefore be started well in advance.

Ideally, initial planning should begin about 1.5 years before you intend to start studying

abroad. A number of questions need to be clarified:

A first point of contact is your university. Most universities offer various information and

counselling opportunities for interested students. Find out more about this at your university

or on the relevant website after you have decided on a degree programme. The respective

admission restrictions must be clarified..



Administrative preparation:

Once you have decided on a university and the application has been successful, there are a

number of organisational and bureaucratic aspects that play an important role in further

planning. Approximately half a year before your planned departure, these questions should

be addressed


